Town Hall Meeting
Purpose:  
This activity is designed to illuminate the ethical and logistical complexity of developing a vaccine that requires human subject testing.

Materials:
One sign for each member of the council – ten total.  The front of each sign should display the council member’s name and title.  The back should display actual quotes from each individual that convey their stance on this controversial issue.

Conducting the activity:
1. Have students prepare questions to be asked to the council the day before.  2. Assign one student to play the role of a particular council member.  Do this for each council member.  The remaining students will make the audience that will be questioning the council.  3. Have ‘council members’ read the quotes on the back of the signs to the class.  This will inform everyone on where they stand on the issue.  4. Begin audience questioning.  Any member of the council can answer, but they should answer as though they were the individual on the front of their sign.  The teacher should encourage debate amongst the council over the question that has been asked.  Once the question has been addressed thoroughly, proceed with another question from the audience.  The teacher may need to intervene to make sure each member of the council has contributed to the debate.

